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After the government initially rejected an 18-point proposal issued May 26 by the FMLN-FDR
(Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front-Democratic Revolutionary Front) on "humanizing" the
civil war, last week reporters were informed that President Jose Napoleon Duarte has established
a commission to study them. The commission is reportedly made up of seven political and military
leaders. The rebel document calls for the "humanization and the reduction of the economic,
social and political impact of the war" and for resuming negotiations on a previous rebel proposal
for a "global political solution" to the eight-year-old conflict. On May 28, Duarte said that if the
rebels wanted peace, they should disarm, and "join the democratic process." The FMLN-FDR has
consistently refused to disarm prior to the beginnings of any political process or peace talks. The
rebel plan offers to suspend the use of mines and booby traps, economic sabotage and the execution
of spies and informers. It calls on the military to suspend air strikes and the use of long-range
mortars and artillery, permit the "free repopulation" of communities that have been relocated and
the "free circulation" of people with their provisions, release all political prisoners and eliminate
torture and disappearances. The FMLN-FDR proposal also says that both sides should suspend "all
forms of forced recruitment" and calls on the government to repeal certain taxes, stop rationing
electricity and cease psychological warfare. In addition, the proposal calls for negotiations on
the withdrawal of US advisers and for these talks also to deal with a previous rebel demand for
establishment of a coalition government including the rebel alliance. The latter has been rejected
by the government, on the basis that it would render illegitimate Duarte's 1984 election. Moreover,
the Salvadoran Army has continuously opposed recognition of the rebels as anything more than an
outlaw force. The WASHINGTON POST (07/10/87) reports that "diplomatic sources" say the most
attractive points for the government in the rebel proposals offers to suspend the use of mines and
economic sabotage reflect a recognition by the rebels that these actions are highly unpopular and
have cost them political support. According to military spokesman Col. Mauricio Hernandez, about
600 soldiers and more than 100 civilians have been wounded by rebel mines this year. Government
statistics indicate that nearly half of civilian mine casualties are children. In a recent interview
in Mexico City, FDR leader Jorge Villacorta said, "The political cost of sabotage is high for us."
He added, however, that this political cost was compensated by the military benefit of economic
sabotage, which promotes a political solution of the conflict. In offering to suspend such activities,
the rebels specifically mentioned transportation blockades, destruction of electrical facilities and
"sabotage of farming for export." "The proposal has certain positive elements for everyone," said
Roberto Viera, the vice minister for communications. "Our objections are that the rebels are trying
to generate divisions in our ranks." He indicated that the commission named by Duarte to study the
offer would come up with counterproposals. As of July 10, it appeared unlikely that the government
would meet a rebel deadline of July 15 for starting negotiations. According to Villacorta, who
was agriculture minister from 1979 to 1980, "this is an opportune moment to invest in a political
solution." He added, "A military victory of the FMLN is not possible." He said he believed that no
US administration Republican or Democrat would "permit a victory of the FMLN" and that the key
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for successful dialogue was a US go-ahead on a political solution. Villacorta and two FDR members
in San Salvador separately expressed some reservations about what they see as continued efforts by
the leadership of the estimated 6,000 to 8,000 armed rebels to achieve a military victory. "A military
solution will not bring democracy," Villacorta said.
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